
World	Religions	in	Greater	Indianapolis	Teaching	Module	

Instructor:		Joanna	Wos				Art	Appreciation	ARTH110	

World	Religion:		Judaism	 	 Module	2:	Judaism	in	American	Life	

GOALS:	To	reflect	on	Jewish	history	in	the	United	States	in	the	specific	examples	of	the	biography	and	artistic	
work	of	one	of	the	great	American	Abstract	Expressionist	painters,	Mark	Rothko.	
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STUDY	QUESTIONS:	

1. Where	did	Mark	Rothko	spend	his	early	life?	
2. When	did	he	come	to	the	United	States	and	did	this	coincide	with	any	Jewish	migration	trends	and	the	

experiences	of	other	Jewish	migrants?	



3. How	did	Mark	Rothko’s	background	impact	the	events	surrounding	his	commission	for	the	Seagram	
murals?	

4. Do	you	think	Mark	Rothko’s	classic	color	field	paintings	reflect	his	Jewish	background?	Why	or	why	
not?	

	

ASSIGNMENT:	

Write	a	one	page	narrative,	incorporating	the	answers	to	the	study	questions,	discussing	how	Mark	Rothko’s	
biography	reflects	the	history	of	the	Jews	in	the	United	States.	
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