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On the upcoming episode of Religion &, we have invited three scholars to engage in a wide-

ranging conversation with Prof. Sylvester A. Johnson, a leading thinker and theorist in the field 

of American religion. Dr. Johnson is not only known for his contributions as a historian and 

theorist, but he is highly regarded as an innovator and boundary breaker who disrupts disciplines 

and creates spaces for emerging themes and questions amongst scholars of religion. As the 

director of the Virginia Tech Center for Humanities and the Luce-funded “Future Humans, 

Human Futures” project, Dr. Johnson explores the intersection of religion, technology, and ethics 

to tackle what it means to be human in this current moment. We have invited Philip Goff, 

Andrea Jain, and Leonard McKinnis to interrogate and theorize alongside Dr. Johnson the 

futures of the humanities, surveillance, and AI and how they are all deeply impacted by religion. 

Join us for a conversation with Dr. Sylvester A. Johnson that promises to push boundaries, 

imagine new possibilities, and unpack emerging theories as we think about the future of religion 

and the humans that are shaped by them. 

Featured Panelist: Sylvester A. Johnson 

Panelists:  Phillip Goff, Andrea Jain, Leonard C. McKinnis, II 

 

Show Notes 

Resources from Panelists 

Related Resources 

Syllabi & Modules 

Religion and Culture in Post-Civil Rights Black America Syllabus by Josef Sorett 

Religion, Politics, and the FBI Syllabus by Lerone A Martin 

Religion & A.I Teaching and Learning Resources 

 

Books & Articles 

Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam by Carolyn Rouse. 

Neohoodoo: Art for a Forgotten Faith. By Franklin Sirmans, Ed. 

Watch This! The Ethics and Aesthetics of Black Televangelism by Jonathan L. Walton. 

The Restructuring of American Religion by Robert Wuthnow. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZ7NLPD89Sk
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/teaching_resources/religion-future-humans-show-notes/
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/?post_type=teaching_resources&p=13618&preview=true
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/SORETT.pdf
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Lerone_Martin_YSAR-_The_FBI_and_Religion_Syllabus.pdf
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Religion-Webinar-Teaching-Resources-AI.pdf
https://www.ucpress.edu/books/engaged-surrender/paper
https://www.amazon.com/NeoHooDoo-Forgotten-Faith-Menil-Collection/dp/0300134185
https://nyupress.org/9780814794524/watch-this/
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691020570/the-restructuring-of-american-religion?srsltid=AfmBOooog5Km20r2uV5mZIcWKtozJAA5tmpy4AXYpgn2CW3r7fVWfn2T


Religion and the Racist Right: Origins of the Christian Identity Movement. Rev. ed. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1996. Barkun, Michael. 

The Word in the World: Evangelical Publishing, Writing, and Reading in America, 1789– 1880. 

Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004. Brown, Candy Gunther. 

Noah’s Curse: The Biblical Justification of American Slavery. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2002. Haynes, Stephen. 

Race and Religion among the Chosen Peoples of Crown Heights. New Brunswick: Rutgers 

University Press, 2006. Goldschmidt, Henry. 

Racializing Jesus: Race, Ideology, and the Formation of Biblical Scholarship. New York: 

Routledge, 2002. Kelley, Shawn. 

Religion and the Creation of Race and Ethnicity. New York: New York University Press, 2003. 

Prentiss, Craig, ed. 

The Curse of Cain: The Violent Legacy of Monotheism. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1997. Schwartz, Regina. 

 Race in North America: Origin and Evolution of a Worldview. Boulder: Westview Press, 1993. 

Smedley, Audrey. 

The F.B.I. and Martin Luther King, Jr. New York: Penguin Books, 1983. Garrow, David. 

The FBI: A History. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2007. Jeffreys-Jones, 

Rhodri 

Virtual Communion: Theology of the Internet and the Catholic Sacramental Imagination. By 

Katherine G. Schmidt 

The Culture of Disbelief: How American Law and Politics Trivialize Religious Devotion. New 

York: Basic Books. Carter, Stephen L. 1993. 

An Introduction to Artificial Intelligence and Religion For the Religious Studies Scholar. By 

Beth Singler, Implicit Religion, 2017.  

The FBI and the Catholic Church, 1935-1962. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 

2009. Rosswurm, Steve. 

 The FBI & American Democracy: A Brief Critical History. Lawrence: University Press of 

Kansas, 2004. Theoharis, Athan G. 

Abuse of Power: How Cold War Surveillance and Secrecy Policy Shaped the Response to 9/11. 

By Athan G. Theoharis. 

“Hard Truths: Law Enforcement and Race,” Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. February 

12, 2015. James B. Comey, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation.  

https://uncpress.org/book/9780807846384/religion-and-the-racist-right/
https://uncpress.org/book/9780807855119/the-word-in-the-world/
https://www.amazon.com/Noahs-Curse-Biblical-Justification-American/dp/0195313070
https://www.rutgersuniversitypress.org/race-and-religion-among-the-chosen-people-of-crown-heights/9780813538976/
https://www.routledge.com/Racializing-Jesus-Race-Ideology-and-the-Formation-of-Modern-Biblical-Scholarship/Kelley/p/book/9780415283731?srsltid=AfmBOoql0_40SIlq14m1ZXgR8_V4WzlwaTVDvhZUqxuoqSS0fEZXUSZC
https://nyupress.org/9780814767016/religion-and-the-creation-of-race-and-ethnicity/
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/C/bo3638327.html
https://www.amazon.com/Race-North-America-Evolution-Worldview/dp/0813345545
https://www.amazon.com/F-B-I-Martin-Luther-King-Jr/dp/0140064869
https://www.amazon.com/FBI-History-Rhodri-Jeffreys-Jones/dp/0300119143?tag=googhydr-20&source=dsa&hvcampaign=books&gclid=CjwKCAiA9bq6BhAKEiwAH6bqoPW_ufoBg8UEUvz44nQmGBoU2N17QcUeBgyuvLuR8YW8lctjGcbhVBoCsxkQAvD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/Virtual-Communion-Theology-Sacramental-Imagination/dp/1978701624
https://www.amazon.com/Culture-Disbelief-American-Trivialize-Religious/dp/0385474989
https://web.p.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=97bcac6c-3bfb-468c-8bd4-23407e608d19%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#AN=129925342&db=a9h
https://www.umasspress.com/9781625344397/the-fbi-and-the-catholic-church-1935-1962/
https://www.amazon.com/FBI-American-Democracy-Critical-History/dp/0700613455/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gW4cMpgTZVdWZtDbaHC2vle0_F_8cAY6c--ATZevru9PrDRb3-loEV1Bm11QI8hRfFKlZWww7mutOCYAwYztJ-jKDieUrGwG_LcMFRpnXTfltiSvhSPA7Sk73oUZNb11eDf7iHRNPZdE0yE3Uu_8KECNb5Liux9uKvwUS8WE_efJ4N13HEZpEN1qfWZwacMqyr5QcW_H71zHiRZRE-FwRfErfLgbeOTU9o666qQPbfQ.0Ac0iyMaILdZOW9IULtOf2ds9Tsm8CaWqdaxGE3fFyA&dib_tag=se&qid=1733237498&refinements=p_27%3AAthan+Theoharis&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Abuse-Power-Surveillance-Secrecy-Response/dp/1439906645/ref=sr_1_3?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gW4cMpgTZVdWZtDbaHC2vle0_F_8cAY6c--ATZevru9PrDRb3-loEV1Bm11QI8hRfFKlZWww7mutOCYAwYztJ-jKDieUrGwG_LcMFRpnXTfltiSvhSPA7Sk73oUZNb11eDf7iHRNPZdE0yE3Uu_8KECNb5Liux9uKvwUS8WE_efJ4N13HEZpEN1qfWZwacMqyr5QcW_H71zHiRZRE-FwRfErfLgbeOTU9o666qQPbfQ.0Ac0iyMaILdZOW9IULtOf2ds9Tsm8CaWqdaxGE3fFyA&dib_tag=se&qid=1733237498&refinements=p_27%3AAthan+Theoharis&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.fbi.gov/news/speeches/hard-truths-law-enforcement-and-race


FBI Vs. Women. New York: Pathfinder Press, 1977. Wang, Diane, and Cindy Jaquith. 

“Waco, Federal Law Enforcement, and Scholars of Religion,” in Armageddon in Waco, 

University of Chicago Press, 1995, pgs., 1-12. Nancy T. Ammerman. 

“Religious Studies and the FBI: Adventures in Academic Interventionism,” Journal of the 

American Academy of Religion, December 2013, Vol. 81, No. 4, pp. 959–995. Steven P. 

Weitzman. 

 "FBI Teaches Agents: 'Mainstream Muslims are 'Violent, Radical'." Wired. September 14, 2011. 
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Videos 

Religion & A.I Webinar  

“Hard Truths: Law Enforcement and Race,” Video 

 

https://csudharchives.libraryhost.com/repositories/7/archival_objects/88489
http://hartfordinstitute.org/sociology/articles/Waco%20Fed.%20Law%20Enf.%20&%20Scholars.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24488112
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euRDcCtWXPw
http://www.c-span.org/video/?c4528067/james-comey-full-speech

