Dear YSAR Mentors and Colleagues, below is my syllabus for RELIG 325: Religion, Law, and Justice. I taught this course for the first time in Fall 2022. I cross-listed the course with Political Science and Criminal Justice to boost enrollment and to tie it to growing programs (Criminal Justice, in particular, is a valued program at ISU). It filled at 35 students.
The cross-listing prompted some teaching challenges, however. Students, most of whom were majoring in RS, PS, or CJ, segmented themselves according to their majors and approached the course primarily from the expectations of their major. The RS students expected more on scripture, divine sovereignty, and….Babylonian law? To my surprise, the PS students had no interest in political theory. Locke bewildered them (is this good? Bad?). They were interested in the details of how American law operates institutionally (e.g., sentencing, circuit courts, judge appointments, separation of powers). The CJ students, most of whom want to go into some form of law enforcement, saw little practical use in the course and felt overwhelmed by the historical approach and the way we discussed religion. They were also not used to participating in open discussions. Instead of a grand interdisciplinary dialogue, I ended up with segments of students not quite sure on the “why” and “how” of the course. I’m not beholden to students’ expectations, but I know some level of revision is needed to bring students into a more confident and purposeful understanding of this course.
Other issues I’m contemplating:
· Prepping students for the case studies they debate at the end of the course. How to prep them for purposeful and civil debate?
· Teaching students how to read a court opinion and how to analyze legal speak.
· How to balance teaching legal logic and ethical approaches to justice.
· I struggle to teach a critical approach to secularism in a way that clicks with students. This especially applies to many of my liberal-leaning students who would not give an inch about how the “separation of church and state” is an iffy phrase or that religion could serve a positive role in the pursual of justice (e.g., recidivism rates, rationales for equity, questioning secular modernity). 
So, what to do? I have plans, but would love your suggestions for case studies, lessons, or even ways to restructure the course. (Considering admin pressure, abandoning the cross-listing is not an option.) Thank you!



The Instructor
	[image: ]
	Professor Jeffrey Wheatley
Department of Philosophy & Religious Studies
Email: jtwheat@iastate.edu
I am here to help! No question or concern is too big or small. Always feel free to reach out.
Office hours are Tuesdays/Thursdays 3:30-5pm. You may book a meeting through my Calendly. Please email me if we need to find an alternative time to meet. Office hours are in Catt Hall 411 or via Zoom, if requested.


Following Along with this Course
This syllabus has general info on the schedule and assignments. Students may access particular assignments and readings via Canvas' modules page. I will publish course materials week by week.
Course Description
The relationship between religion and law in the United States has been more perplexing and fluid than simple notions of “religious freedom” or “separation of church and state” suggest. Our news media and courtrooms are awash in debates about religious free exercise, the public good, sincerity, diversity, and justice. Drawing on Religious Studies, History, and Legal Studies, “Religion, Law, and Justice” provides students the knowledge and academic skills necessary to understand the contested role of religion in law and society. What counts as religion? How does the state navigate religious exemptions? And how have activists and politicians seen religion and the law as either sources or obstacles for justice, diversely defined?
This class begins with a historical overview of religious freedom as a legal idea in American society. We examine cases dealing with public health, public schools, sexuality, and marginalized religions. It then moves on to focus on contemporary legal cases. This includes case studies dealing with vaccines, private religious schools, sharia law, and the expansion of free exercise. Students will craft legal positions and debate these cases. The course concludes with a broader discussion about how religious-oriented justice movements are engaging legal structures and norms. Students will bring ethical questions to bear on the law.
Students will leave this course with knowledge that goes beyond conservative or liberal myths about religion’s legal role in American society. Armed with new insights and skills, students, as professionals or as citizens, will be able to understand and substantively debate some of our most pressing challenges related to religion, law, and justice.
Learning Outcomes
1. Learn the historical narrative of religious freedom in American history
2. Discern the rationales of key establishment and free exercise court case opinions
3. Debate current challenges in religion and law through legal and ethical frameworks
4. Explore how religious justice movements engage the law through legal and ethical frameworks
Required Media and Subscriptions
No required media or subscriptions. All media will be provided via Canvas. 
Grading and Assignments
Late submissions will receive zero or (in limited cases) partial credit. Sick or struggling? Contact the instructor.
Total points for the course: 1000
Brief Writing/Quiz Assignments: 400 points
There will be 12 in-class assignments/quizzes each worth 50 points. I drop your 4 lowest scores. There are no make-ups.
Attendance and Participation: 200 points
Attendance is mandatory and critical to student success in this class. Students automatically get four excused absences without taking a hit in the grade column. Students gain participation by engaging course material, peers, and the instructor during classes. I do not grant further excused absences except in cases of extra-ordinary hardship or illness. 
Case Debates: 200 points
Students will work in small teams to respond and debate a case about religious freedom. Debates will take place in class weeks 11-13 and students will be graded as a team by their understanding of the case, their understanding of legal and justice frameworks, and the quality of their argumentation. 
Final Exam: 200 points
Take-home, open-book exam consisting of short answers and short essays. 
Course Schedule
Week 1 - Introductions
Tuesday, August 23 - Introductions and Kennedy v. Bremerton School District (2022)
Thursday, August 25 - Key Themes and Debates
· Read Smith, "Standard Story and Revised Story," The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom (11 pages)
Week 2 - Formations of Religion and Law
Tuesday, August 30 - Political Theologies and John Locke
· Read excerpts of Locke, "A Letter Concerning Toleration" (4 pages)
Thursday, September 1 - US Constitution and First Amendment
· Read "House and Senate Debates Concerning the First Amendment," from Church and State in American History, CSAH, 86-89
· Read Jefferson, "Letter to the Danbury Baptists," CSAH, 90
Week 3 - White Protestant Moral Establishment
Tuesday, September 6 - Sin, Crime, and Law
· Read “Joseph Story on the Religion Clauses of the Bill of Rights” (1833) CSAH, 99-102
· Read Graber, Introduction to The Furnace of Affliction: Prisons and Religion in Antebellum America (14 pages)
Thursday, September 8 - Mormons and Native American Religions
· Read Reynolds v. United States (1879) CSAH, 184-188
Week 4 - American Religious Freedom in 20th Century
Tuesday, September 13 - Shifts in Establishment (Focusing on Public Schools)
Thursday, September 15 - Shifts in Free Exercise (with guest Dr. Charles McCrary)
· Read excerpts from Introduction to McCrary, Sincerely Held (8 pages)
· Read United States v. Ballard et al., 322 U.S. 78 (1944, 11 pages)
Week 5 - Religious Freedom Today
Tuesday, September 20 - Review and the Turn to Religious Exemptions from Law
· Read Religious Freedom Restoration Act (1993, 1 page)
· Read excerpt from Burwell v. Hobby Lobby (2014, 5 pages)
Thursday, September 22 - Review and Hobby Lobby
· Read Stepp and Castle, "Fulton v. City of Philadelphia: The Evolution of the Culture Wars"
Week 6 - Religious Freedom Today and Tomorrow
Tuesday, September 27 - Culture Wars and Law
· Read Hurd, "The 'Wall' between Church and State is Blocking our View on Abortion Rights"
Thursday, September 29 - Comparing Religious Freedom Across Modern Societies
· Read Mahmood, "Religious Freedom, Minority Rights, and Geopolitics"
Week 7 - Justice
Tuesday, October 4 - Philosophies of Justice (Break Up Readings)
· Read Rawls on religion and political liberalism
· Read Keller, "A Biblical Critique of Secular Justice and Critical Theory"
· Read Dubler and Lloyd, "Introduction" from Break Every Yoke: Religion, Justice, and the Abolition of Prisons
Thursday, October 6 - Comparing Religious Views on Criminal Justice
Week 8 - Religion and Crime Prevention
Tuesday, October 11 - Does Religious Adherence Decrease Crime?
· Read Johnson and Schroeder, "Religion, Crime, and Criminal Justice" (8 pgs)
Thursday, October 13 - In-Class Documentary: "The Honest Struggle"
Week 9 - Religion and Racial Justice
Tuesday, October 18 - Religion, Race, Criminal Justice
Thursday, October 20 -MOVE
· Read excerpts from Africa v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (1981)
Week 10 - Religious Violence
Tuesday, October 25 - Free Speech, Prohibited Speech, and Religious Violence
· Read Kahn, "Did the Burning Cross Speak? Virginia v. Black and the Debate Between Justices O'Connor and Thomas over the History of Cross Burning," Studies in Law, Politics, and Society (2006)
Thursday, October 27 - Religion and Sexual Abuse
· Optional reading: Raine and Kent, "The Grooming of Children for Sexual Abuse in Religious Settings: Unique Characteristics and Select Case Studies," Aggression and Violent Behavior (2019)
Week 11 - Case Debates
Tuesday, November 1 - Prep Case Debates In Class
Thursday, November 3 - Prep Case Debates In Class
Week 12 - Case Debates
Tuesday, November 8 - Case #1: “In God We Trust” on Police Vehicles
Thursday, November 10 - No Class (Prof. Wheatley is hosting a symposium) - See Canvas for Content
Week 13 - Case Debates
Tuesday, November 15 - Case #3: Capital Punishment: Is it Just?
Thursday, November 17 - Case #2: Jehovah's Witnesses, Healthcare, and Blood
Week 14 - Thanksgiving Break
Tuesday, November 22 - No Class (Professor Wheatley will be at an academic conference) - See Canvas for Content
Thursday, November 24 - No Class
Week 15 - Case Debates
Tuesday, November 29 - Case #4: Negotiating with a Violent Religious Group
Thursday, December 1 - Case #5: Jewish Ritual Purification in Prison
Week 16 - What Would You Do? Developing Legal and Justice Solutions to Social Problems
Tuesday, December 6 - Guest Lecture and Discussion on Cults
Thursday, December 8 - Concluding Insights and Questions
Final Exam due December 14
Syllabus Statements
Free Expression and Academic Freedom
Iowa State University supports and upholds the First Amendment protection of freedom of speechLinks to an external site. and the principle of academic freedom (Links to an external site.) in order to foster a learning environment where open inquiry and the vigorous debate of a diversity of ideas are encouraged.  Students will not be penalized for the content or viewpoints of their speech as long as student expression in a class context is germane to the subject matter of the class and conveyed in an appropriate manner.  
Public Health
If you are not feeling well, you should stay home and focus on your health. Should you miss class due to illness, it is your responsibility to work with your instructor to arrange for accommodations and to make up coursework, as consistent with the instructor’s attendance policy.
You may choose to wear a face mask and/or receive the COVID-19 vaccine and boosters, as well as other vaccines such as influenza, but those options are not required. Thielen Student Health Center will continue to provide COVID-19 vaccinations free-of-charge to students. The university will continue to offer free masks and COVID-19 test kits during the fall 2022 semester. Other wellbeing resources for students are available at: https://www.cyclonehealth.iastate.edu/wellbeing-resourcesLinks to an external site./.
Public health information for the campus community continues to be available on Iowa State’s public health website. All public health questions should be directed to publichealthteam@iastate.edu.
Academic Dishonesty
I take academic misconduct seriously and abide by the policies and expectations of Iowa State University. If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism or academic dishonesty, contact me.
The academic work of all students must comply with all university policies on academic honesty. Examples of academic misconduct include:
Attempting to use unauthorized information in the completion of an exam or assignment; submitting as one's own work, themes, reports, drawings, laboratory notes, computer programs or other products prepared by another person; knowingly assisting another student in obtaining or using unauthorized information or materials; or, plagiarism.
For more information, refer to official Iowa State University policies. Academic honesty policies are included in the policy on Academic DishonestyLinks to an external site., policies and procedures on Academic Misconduct InvestigationsLinks to an external site., and the Acceptable Use of Information Technology ResourcesLinks to an external site. policy. Additional information on academic dishonesty is available in the Iowa State University Catalog.
Accessibility Statement
Iowa State University is committed to assuring that all educational activities are free from discrimination and harassment based on disability status. Students requesting accommodations for a documented disability are required to work directly with staff in Student Accessibility Services (SAS) to establish eligibility and learn about related processes before accommodations will be identified. After eligibility is established, SAS staff will create and issue a Notification Letter for each course listing approved reasonable accommodations. This document will be made available to the student and instructor either electronically or in hard-copy every semester. Students and instructors are encouraged to review contents of the Notification Letters as early in the semester as possible to identify a specific, timely plan to deliver/receive the indicated accommodations. Reasonable accommodations are not retroactive in nature and are not intended to be an unfair advantage. Additional information or assistance is available online at www.sas.dso.iastate.eduLinks to an external site., by contacting SAS staff by email at accessibility@iastate.edu, or by calling 515-294-7220. Student Accessibility Services is a unit in the Dean of Students Office located at 1076 Student Services Building.
Communication
· All communication within the course should adhere to university standards of Netiquette at ISU. Specifically, communication should be scholarly, respectful, professional, and polite.
· You are expected to follow ISU's Principles of Community.
· You are encouraged to disagree with other students, but such disagreements need to be based upon facts and documentation. It is my goal to promote an atmosphere of mutual respect in our interactions. Please contact me if you have suggestions for improving the interactions in this course.
· Professional and respectful tone and civility are used in communicating with fellow learners and the instructor, whether the communication is by electronic means or by phone or face-to-face.
Discrimination and Harassment
Iowa State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, ethnicity, religion, national origin, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. Veteran. Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to Office of Equal Opportunity, 3410 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, Tel. 515-294-7612,  Hotline 515-294-1222, email eooffice@iastate.edu
Religious Accommodation
Iowa State University welcomes diversity of religious beliefs and practices, recognizing the contributions differing experiences and viewpoints can bring to the community. There may be times when an academic requirement conflicts with religious observances and practices. If that happens, students may request the reasonable accommodation for religious practices. In all cases, you must put your request in writing. The instructor will review the situation in an effort to provide a reasonable accommodation when possible to do so without fundamentally altering a course. For students, you should first discuss the conflict and your requested accommodation with your professor at the earliest possible time. You or your instructor may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students OfficeLinks to an external site. at 515-294-1020 or the Office of Equal OpportunityLinks to an external site. at 515-294-7612.
Set Yourself Up For Success!
· Review the Student Support resources featuring advice on effective study habits, ways to seek academic support and stay motivated and engaged throughout your coursework.
· Receive technical assistance and academic guidance available via Online Learner Support resources.
And remember: I am here to help!
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