HC 505 History of Christianity in America, Helen Jin Kim

Midterm Paper: At the end of Week 7, students will turn in one 4-5 pg. paper based on a close reading and critical analysis of a primary source we cover from the first half of our class in early and nineteenth century America (all primary sources are designated “PS”). If you choose Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs, for instance, you may write a critical analysis of the source as it relates to slavery, southern Christianity and gender. The purpose of this assignment is to hone your close reading skills necessary for historical inquiry. You do not need to do outside research for this paper. Midterm Paper is due Friday February 25 at 5 PM on Canvas. 
 
Final Research Paper: Students will write a 10 pg. final research paper in which they advance their own historical interpretation of Christianity in America. The paper will be based on a primary source from any period of Christianity in America from the 17th century to the present. Like the historians we have read this semester, you will make an argument based on your careful analysis of a primary source and outside research. Students may choose to investigate a source we cover in the course or select their own primary source (you may use your midterm source only if you also select another primary source to write a comparative paper). You may choose a contemporary source, but the source will need to be historically contextualized and assessed. 

Your essay will focus on the document you choose to analyze, but you will also read at least 5-7 books and/or articles that will help you to interpret it. If you write about the Newsweek article “Born Again!” (1976), for instance, you will read at least 5-7 books and/or articles about 20th century US evangelicals and politics. Your essay should have a clear thesis statement. If you have questions about how to make a good argument, consult Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams, The Craft of Research, Third Edition (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008), especially Ch. 7-8. Final Paper is due Tuesday April 26 at 5 PM on Canvas. 
 
Final Paper Prep Work: At the end of Week 13, students will prepare the first 1-2 pages as well as an outline for their final paper to workshop in their learning groups (Final Paper Workshop). In Week 14-15, students will deliver a 7-minute presentation of their final paper (Final Paper Roundtable). To receive full credit, students will 1) complete each assignment and 2) include a clear articulation of their argument/thesis for the final paper. 

