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For this final project you will draft one of the following: one 1,000-word essay or two 500-word essays on sanctuary, either as a movement, case study, concept, or topic of debate. Your audience: the general public. This is an opportunity for you to think, write, and share your contemplations on this millennia-old tradition. There are many right ways of pursuing this final topic but also some general guidelines to keep in mind.

Below I list my own tips on writing for a public audience:

1) Clear and concise sentences win the day
2) A very brief, declarative topic sentence for each paragraph or section, keeps readers scrolling
3) A clear and concise sentence doesn’t mean a dumbed down sentence, thus avoid jargon; if employed, do so sparingly and clearly explain
4) Be sure your examples and evidence carry the weight of your claims
5) Use descriptive verbs 
6) Your main point should be in the first paragraph and shouldn’t involve qualifiers
7) If at all possible, relate your essay to something current or well known as a way to develop a hook
8) Be sure to keep a tight argument throughout and avoid taking up too many main points
9) Breaking up your article into smaller digestible paragraphs works is key 
10) In the world of online writing, use hyperlinks instead of citing using APA, Chicago, MLA, etc.
11) Freely use images from the public domain

These tips also apply to listicles. Also, remember that you’ll be working closely with me and your peers to get your essay into excellent shape. Don’t put too much pressure on yourself. If you’re writing more of a “case study,” such as “Chicago” or “Cambridge,” keep these tips in mind as well. 

Finally, here are some examples on Sanctuary articles written for the public audience. Some familiar names here
-Carlos Ruiz-Martinez “Two Years Too Long” Latino Rebels
-Mario Garcia “More Central American migrants take shelter in churches, recalling 1980s sanctuary movement” The Conversation (yeah, yeah it’s lowkey a book promo but solid)

Here’s one in listicle form:
Coronavirus, ‘Plandemic’ and the seven traits of conspiratorial thinking The Conversation

Please share other useful examples in our Moodle forum.



