
Religion & Pandemics, Vaccines, and Public Policy Teaching & 

Learning Resources 

Overview: 2020 has been dominated by a variety of responses to the COVID-19 pandemic, from 

outright fear to blatant disregard to interventions sanctioned by local, state, and federal 

organizations. With a vaccine on the horizon, scholars, public health officials and the greater 

public are asking how do we approach and communicate a thoughtful and ethical model for the 

distribution and safe implementation of a vaccine protocol. In this panel, we will look at the 

history of pandemics and vaccine protocols; discuss the role that religious organizations and 

leaders played during these historic moments; and outline the tools our fields offer to deal with 

the thorny ethical issues that emerge in the midst of surviving and responding during a global 

health crisis. Join social science, medicine and humanities scholars for a conversation about 

Pandemics, Vaccines, and Public Policy. 
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YouTube Link 

Panelists:  

Ryon Cobb, University of Georgia 

Philippa Koch, Missouri State  

Cohosts:  

Richard Gunderman, IUPUI 

Krista Hoffmann-Longtin, IUPUI 

 

Show Notes  

Assignments, Assignment Prompts, and Ideas 

1. Analyze how religious communities responded to a major historical pandemic (e.g., the 

Black Death, 1918 Flu, COVID-19). How did faith shape public behavior, healthcare 

practices, or resistance to public health measures? 

2. Pandemic Religion Assignment by Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media, 

George Mason University 

3. Should religious freedom be limited during a public health emergency? Evaluate this 

question using examples from recent pandemics and relevant legal or ethical frameworks. 

4. Engage in a structured debate on the legitimacy and limits of religious exemptions in 

public health law, drawing on both religious ethics and political theory. 

5. Compose a sermon or spiritual message that addresses the moral and communal 

responsibilities during a pandemic, incorporating religious teachings. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTSxeNRBxKE&list=PLnu0lhwPYh5utDVSoZ722BbkWybs2qyR4&index=5
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/teaching_resources/religion-pandemics-vaccines-and-public-policy-show-notes/
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/teaching_resources/pandemic-religion/


6. Investigate how religious gatherings have contributed to the spread of disease during 

pandemics. How have religious leaders and policymakers balanced spiritual needs with 

public safety? 

7. How do concepts like divine punishment, karma, or redemptive suffering shape responses 

to disease? 

8. Examine how concepts of ritual purity and contagion have influenced religious responses 

to disease. Consider examples from Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, or indigenous traditions. 

 

ARDA Resources 

Attitudes versus Behaviors: Religion and Helping Others Teaching Module 

Religion and Science Teaching Module  

Religious Attitudes During the COVID-19 Pandemic Teaching Module  

Societal Views on Religious Authorities Teaching Module  

 

Books & Articles 

How Covid-19 Has Strengthened Religious Faith Article from Pew Research Center 

Religion in the Age of Social Distancing: How COVID-19 Presents New Directions for Research 

article by Joseph O Baker, Gerardo Martí, Ruth Braunstein, Andrew L Whitehead, Grace Yukich  

Culture Wars and COVID-19 Conduct: Christian Nationalism, Religiosity, and Americans’ 

Behavior During the Coronavirus Pandemic by Samuel L. Perry, Andrew L. Whitehead, and 

Joshua B. Grubbs  

Muslim Americans’ Experience of the Pandemic at the Intersection of History, Culture, and 

Gender by Enaya H. Othman and Lee Za Ong  

At the Intersection of Death and Religion chapter by Kathleen Graces-Foley 

Religion at the Frontline: How Religion Influenced the Response of Local Government Officials 

to the COVID-19 Pandemic article by Gary J Adler, Jr., Selena E Ortiz, Eric Plutzer, Damon 

Mayrl, Jonathan S Coley, Rebecca Sager.  

Religion, Race, and COVID-19: Confronting White Supremacy in the Pandemic edited by 

Stacey M. Floyd-Thomas 

Coping with Racism: a Perspective of COVID-19 Church Closures on the Mental Health of 

African Americans by Flavia DeSouza, Carmen Black Parker, E. Vanessa Spearman-McCarthy, 

Gina Newsome Duncan & Reverend Maria Myers Black 

God Is My Vaccine: Religious Belief and COVID in the United States by Anrea Kitta 

The Critical Study of Religion and Division in the Age of Covid-19 by Jason Sexton 

https://www.thearda.com/categories/teaching-tools/learning-modules/college-modules/united-states/attitudes-versus-behaviors-religion-and-helping-others
https://www.thearda.com/categories/teaching-tools/learning-modules/college-modules/united-states/religion-and-science
https://www.thearda.com/categories/teaching-tools/learning-modules/college-modules/united-states/religious-attitudes-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.thearda.com/categories/teaching-tools/learning-modules/college-modules/international-religion/societal-views-on-religious-authorities
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/01/27/more-americans-than-people-in-other-advanced-economies-say-covid-19-has-strengthened-religious-faith/
https://academic.oup.com/socrel/article/81/4/357/5909375
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jssr.12677
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jssr.12677
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48736792?seq=1
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48736792?seq=1
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003126997-1/intersection-death-religion-kathleen-garces-foley
https://academic.oup.com/socrel/article/82/4/397/6356592
https://academic.oup.com/socrel/article/82/4/397/6356592
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=fwZSEAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR11&dq=intersection+of+religion+and+the+covid+19+pandemic+in+american+culture&ots=ntYYEOJ9Xg&sig=X1cvfA9o7kWowtUoK12OeXLeOaA#v=onepage&q=intersection%20of%20religion%20and%20the%20covid%2019%20pandemic%20in%20american%20culture&f=false
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40615-020-00887-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40615-020-00887-4
https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~culturalanalysis/series/1/Kitta.html
https://brill.com/view/journals/ijpt/15/2/article-p157_2.xml

