
Religion & the Shifting Demand for Philanthropy 

Resources from Panelists  

In the U.S., religion remains by far the largest recipient of individuals’ charitable giving, though 

that proportion has been declining for years—reflecting major shifts in American religiosity and 

religious practice. In light of the shift of lessened giving coupled with a growing need for 

philanthropic efforts, we will explore the emerging patterns of everyday giving and volunteering 

as well as major trends in big philanthropy, asking how they impact and reflect shifts in religious 

life, civil society, and public discourse. Finally, we will address the overlapping themes of 

religion and philanthropy in a time of political uncertainty when it comes to funding sources, the 

nature and role of community, individual obligation, and the changing shape of moral 

imagination. 

 

David P. King, Karen Lake Buttrey Director of the Lake Institute on Faith and Giving and 

Associate Professor of Philanthropic Studies within the Indiana University Lilly Family School 

of Philanthropy 

Lake Institute Resource Library  

Religion and Philanthropy Syllabus 

Religion in Philanthropic Organizations: Family, Friend, Foe? Edited by Thomas J Davis 

Hoosier Philanthropy: A State History of Giving Edited by Gregory R. Witkowski 

Religion, Charity, and Philanthropy in America by David P. King 

 

Benjamin Soskis, historian of philanthropy and civil society, is a senior research associate at 

the Urban Institute's Center on Nonprofits and Philanthropy 

The Shifting Landscape of American Philanthropy 

The Past, Present, and Future of Workplace Giving in the United States 

Charitable Cause Pluralism and Prescription in Historical Perspective  

Campus Protests, Donor Secrecy, and a Moment for Reform 

 

Catherine Orsborn, Senior Director of Programs and Public Policy at the El-Hibri 

Foundation 

An Introduction to Muslims and Politics in the United States 

https://lakeinstitute.org/resources/resource-library/
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/teaching_resources/religion-and-philanthropy/
https://iupress.org/9780253009951/religion-in-philanthropic-organizations/
https://iupress.org/9780253064141/hoosier-philanthropy/
https://oxfordre.com/religion/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780199340378.001.0001/acrefore-9780199340378-e-435?p=emailAAOXs270S97TQ&d=/10.1093/acrefore/9780199340378.001.0001/acrefore-9780199340378-e-435
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/teaching_resources/the-shifting-landscape-of-american-philanthropy/
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/past-present-and-future-workplace-giving-united-states
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/charitable-cause-pluralism-and-prescription-historical-perspective
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/campus-protests-donor-secrecy-and-a-moment-for-reform
https://www.theologyandreligiononline.com/article?docid=b-9781350970694&tocid=b-9781350970694-001


Religion, Peacebuilding, and Social Cohesion in Conflict-affected Countries by Fletcher D. Cox, 

Catherine R. Orsborn, and Timothy D. Sisk (2014) 

Standing Shoulder to Shoulder Against Anti-Muslim Bigotry: Interfaith Activism in America in 

a Time of Crisis 

 

Jason Garrett, Senior Vice President of Faith and Bridging and Belonging at Freedom 

Together Foundation 

Council on Foundations Resource Library  

https://www.socialcohesion.info/library/publication/religion-peacebuilding-and-social-cohesion-in-conflict-affected-countries
https://fullerstudio.fuller.edu/standing-shoulder-shoulder-anti-muslim-bigotry-interfaith-activism-america-time-crisis/
https://fullerstudio.fuller.edu/standing-shoulder-shoulder-anti-muslim-bigotry-interfaith-activism-america-time-crisis/
https://cof.org/resources

