
Religion & the Shifting Demands for Philanthropy 

In the U.S., religion remains by far the largest recipient of individuals’ charitable giving, though 

that proportion has been declining for years—reflecting major shifts in American religiosity and 

religious practice. In light of the shift of lessened giving coupled with a growing need for 

philanthropic efforts, we will explore the emerging patterns of everyday giving and volunteering 

as well as major trends in big philanthropy, asking how they impact and reflect shifts in religious 

life, civil society, and public discourse. Finally, we will address the overlapping themes of 

religion and philanthropy in a time of political uncertainty when it comes to funding sources, the 

nature and role of community, individual obligation, and the changing shape of moral 

imagination. 

YouTube Link 

 

Host: David P. King, Karen Lake Buttrey Director of the Lake Institute on Faith and Giving and 

Associate Professor of Philanthropic Studies within the Indiana University Lilly Family School 

of Philanthropy 

Panelists 

Catherine Orsborn, Senior Director of Programs and Public Policy at the El-Hibri Foundation 

Benjamin Soskis, historian of philanthropy and civil society, is a senior research associate at the 

Urban Institute's Center on Nonprofits and Philanthropy 

Jason Garrett, Senior Vice President of Faith and Bridging and Belonging at Freedom Together 

Foundation 

 

Show Notes  

Resources from panelists 

ARDA Resources  

1. Attitudes versus Behaviors: Religion and Helping Others Module 

2. Congregations' Social and Community Engagement Module 

Books & Articles 

Gifts of Time and Money: The Role of Charity in America's Communities. Edited by Arthur C. 

Brooks 

Eras of Religion & Philanthropy by Elena Anillo 

Financing Faith: Religion and Strategic Philanthropy by D. Michael Lindsay, Robert Wuthnow 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zYsxKmQYtw&t=2424s
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/teaching_resources/religion-the-shifting-demands-for-philanthropy-resources-from-panelists/
https://www.thearda.com/teaching/college-modules#:~:text=Attitudes%20versus%20Behaviors%3A%20Religion%20and%20Helping%20Others
https://www.thearda.com/teaching/college-modules#:~:text=Congregations%27%20Social%20and%20Community%20Engagement
https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/en/document/view/detail/uuid/16ed9afb-9b55-31fa-996f-c164d14572f4#page=168
https://fip.oneill.indiana.edu/doc/eras-religion-philanthropy.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1468-5906.2009.01494.x


Religion and Philanthropic Giving and Volunteering: Building Blocks for Civic Responsibility 

by Stephen V. Monsma 

Examining the Association of Religious Context with Giving to Non-Profit Organizations by 

Pamala Wiepking, René H. F. P. Bekkers, Una O. Osili 

Philanthropic Institutions and the Small Religious Nonprofit by Ellen J. Benjamin 

The Influence of Religion on Philanthropy across Nations Chapter by Henrietta Grönlund &  

Anne Birgitta Pessi  

Religion and community philanthropic organizations: The case of the United Jewish Appeal-

Federation of New York by Hanna Shaul Bar Nissim 

Philanthropy and the Black Church: Special Collection from the Lake Institute  

Does Philanthropy Do the Public Good? By David P. King  

Learning from Faith-Inspired Funders from the Lake Institute  

Chapter 2 Religion, Poverty, and Philanthropy in the United States by Susan Crawford Sullivan 

and Shariq Ahmed Siddiqui 

Reinventing Philanthropy: A Framework for More Effective Giving by Eric Friedman 

 

Syllabi 

Sociology 3920 – Philanthropy Lab Syllabus by Barbara Levin and David Rigby 

SOC 131: Philanthropy and Nonprofit Organizations Syllabus by Shai Dromi 

Undergraduate Seminar on the History of U.S. Philanthropy: The Public Role of Private Wealth 

Syllabus\ by Professor Maribel Morey 

Philanthropy, Voluntarism and Not-For-Profit Law and Management Syllabus by Joel L. 

Fleishman 

NPLD 784: The Nonprofit Sector: Concepts and Theories from Penn School of Social Policy & 

Practice University of Pennsylvania 

 

Media (podcasts, tv, documentaries, etc.) 

David P. King: Faith & Philanthropy Podcast 

Religion and Charitable Giving - with Dr. David King and Rafia Khader 

 

 

https://www.religjournal.com/pdf/ijrr03001.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/esr/article-abstract/30/5/640/2763460
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/08997640972640031
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057/9781137341532_32
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/nml.21340
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/nml.21340
https://lakeinstitute.org/resources/philanthropy-and-the-black-church/
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/sites/default/files/transcript/2022-03-15-1800_KING-T.pdf
https://lakeinstitute.org/resource-library/insights/nov-19-2024/
https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/93194
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/potomac-books/9781612345727/reinventing-philanthropy/
https://thephilanthropylab.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Wash-U.pdf
https://thephilanthropylab.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/PhilanthropyPublicProblemSolving.Fall2016.Harvard.pdf
https://www.maribelmorey.com/syllabi
https://www.maribelmorey.com/syllabi
https://ncpl.law.nyu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/FLEISHMAN-Philanthropy-Spring-2014.pdf
https://sp2.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/2019a_npld784.pdf
https://www.philanthropisms.com/1862997/episodes/10751972-david-p-king-faith-philanthropy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3X-I3Hekqs


 


